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W o rk s h o p  Ag e n d a

12:4 0 -12:4 5: In t ro d u c t io n  & Re se a rc h   (Dr. Sa w ye r & Dr. Da y)
12:4 5-12:50 : Un ive rsa l De s ig n  fo r Le a rn in g  in  STEM e d u c a t io n  (Am y Giro u x)
12:50 -1:0 0 : Gu id e d  Ac t ivit y w it h  Sa n d b o x 
1:0 0 -1:0 5: Ho w  t o  P e rso n a lize  Fo n t  St yle s  (Dr. Da y)
1:0 5-1:15: Min i-Le s so n  o n  Fo n t  Lit e ra c y (Dr. Ro d rig o )
1:15-1:25: Gu id e d  Disc u s s io n  o n  Te a c h in g  Fo n t  Lit e ra c y t o  St u d e n t s  (Dr. Ro d rig o )
1:25-1:30 : Q&A, W ra p  Up



W h a t  is  Fo rm a t  Re a d a b ilit y?



Re s e a rc h



In t ro d u c t io n  & Re s e a rc h



Un ive rs a l De s ig n  fo r Le a rn in g  in  STEM Ed u c a t io n

● St u d e n t s  a re  n o t  e q u it a b le  w h e n  it  c o m e s  t o  d e s ig n .
○ Im p lic a t io n s  fo r s t u d e n t s  a c ro s s  a ll su b je c t  a re a s .

● Lim it a t io n s  in  fe a t u re s  t h a t  le t  s t u d e n t s  re fo rm a t  t e xt  in  e d  t e c h .
● UDL Gu id e lin e s  d e sc rib e  d isp la yin g  in fo rm a t io n  in  a  fle xib le  

fo rm a t :
○ Th e  s ize  o f t e xt , im a g e s , g ra p h s , t a b le s , o r o t h e r vis u a l c o n t e n t
○ Th e  c o n t ra s t  b e t w e e n  b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  t e xt  o r im a g e
○ Th e  c o lo r u s e d  fo r in fo rm a t io n  o r e m p h a s is
○ Th e  la yo u t  o f vis u a l o r o t h e r e le m e n t s
○ Th e  fo n t  u s e d  fo r p rin t  m a t e ria ls



Gu id e d  Ac t ivit y: Fo rm a t  Re a d a b ilit y Sa n d b o x To o l

P la y in  t h e  Sa n d b o x t o  e xp lo re  t h e  im p a c t  o f h a vin g  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  fe a t u re s  t h a t  a llo w  yo u  t o  c h a n g e  yo u r b a se  fo n t , yo u r 
c h a ra c t e r sp a c in g  o r c h a ra c t e r w id t h , a n d  m o re !

Fo rm a t  Re a d a b ilit y Sa n d b o x To o l
re a d a b ilit ym a t t e rs .o rg /re a d a b ilit ysa n d b o x

Disc u s s :
● Co m p a re  fe a t u re s  w it h  a  p a rt n e r
● W h ic h  fe a t u re s  d o  yo u  t h in k  a re  m o s t  b e n e fic ia l fo r yo u ?
● Th in k  a b o u t  t h e  w a ys  in  w h ic h  yo u  c u rre n t ly p re se n t  

m a t e ria ls  a n d  a s se s s  s t u d e n t s .
● W h a t  im p lic a t io n s  c o u ld  t h e se  d iffe re n c e s  h a ve  fo r 

s t u d e n t s?

https://readabilitymatters.org/readabilitysandbox/


Fo rm a t  
P e rs o n a l-
iza t io n  
Tip s  fo r 
St u d e n t s
h t t p s :/ /re a d a b i
lit ym a t t e rs .o rg
/a rt ic le s /5-
re a d in g -t e c h -
t ip s -fo r-b a c k -
t o -sc h o o l

https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school
https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school
https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school
https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school
https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school
https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/5-reading-tech-tips-for-back-to-school






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhoDZfaZrVs


Se rif

Serif fo n t s  a re  re c o g n iza b le  b y t h e  
“fe e t ” a t  t h e  t o p s  a n d  b o t t o m s  o f t h e  
le t t e rs . Th e y a re  c o n s id e re d  m o re  
t ra d it io n a l fo n t s . Exa m p le s  o f s e rif 
fo n t s  in c lu d e  Times New Roman, Georgia, 
a n d  Garamond.



Sa n s -Se rif

Sans-serif fo n t s  d o  NOT h a ve  fe e t  a t  
t h e  t o p s  o r b o t t o m s  o f t h e ir le t t e rs , 
a n d  a re  c o n s id e re d  m o re  m o d e rn  a n d  
s im p lis t ic . If yo u r fa s t e s t  re a d in g  fo n t  
is  s a n s -s e rif, s u c h  a s  Ariel, s o m e  
a lt e rn a t ive  fo n t  o p t io n s  a re  Helvetica
and Calibri. 



Mo n o s p a c e

Monospace fo n t s  h a ve  c h a ra c t e rs  
t h a t  a re  a ll t h e  s a m e  w id t h , g ivin g  
t e xt  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f a  m a n u a l 
m o n o s p a c e d  t yp e w rit e r. Exa m p le s  o f 
m o n o s p a c e d  fo n t s  in c lu d e  Courier 
New a n d  Consolas. 



Fo rm a t  Re a d a b ilit y Re s o u rc e s

Identify your favorite font and explore similar font families!

http://www.identifont.com/similar.html


In d ivid u a lize d  Re a d a b ilit y Fo rm a t  
In the Classroom

1. W h y is  t h is  im p o rt a n t ?  
a . W h a t  w o u ld  m o t iva t e  t e a c h e rs  t o  in c o rp o ra t e ?
b . W h a t  w o u ld  m o t iva t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  u s e ?  
c . W h a t  s t a k e h o ld e rs  c a n  yo u  ra lly t o  h e lp ?  

2. W h e n /w h e re  in  t h e  c u rric u lu m  d o  yo u  t h in k  yo u  c o u ld  
in c o rp o ra t e  it ?  
a . W h a t  o b s t a c le s  d o  yo u  im a g in e  e xis t ?  
b . W h a t  re s o u rc e s  d o  yo u  h a ve  t o  h e lp ?  



Get involved or connect TRC to a:

● Social Media Follower
○ Connect on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram

● Readability Community Member
○ We host a monthly roundtable of readability 

researchers and stakeholders
● Partner Teacher 

○ We partner with schools and teachers to test 
our technologies

● Research Associate
○ We work directly with researchers and entities 

on aligning projects
● Member

○ TRC is a roundtable of industry and nonprofit 
members, guiding our research

● Other Interesting Partner
○ Who should we be talking to?  Tell us at 

team@thereadabilityconsortium.org



Q&A a n d  W ra p  Up

● To  b e t t e r u n d e rs t a n d  h o w  fo rm a t  re a d a b ilit y c a n  
o p t im ize  le a rn in g  fo r s t u d e n t s , w e  a re  c u rre n t ly 
s e e k in g  re s e a rc h  p a rt n e rs h ip s  w it h  t e a c h e rs  a n d  
s t u d e n t s  in  K-12. 
○ Fo r m o re  d e t a ils  o n  h o w  t o  g e t  in vo lve d , 

p le a s e  s e e  Dr. St e p h a n ie  Da y o r e m a il a t
s t e p h a n ie .d a y@u c f.e d u

● An y q u e s t io n s ?

mailto:stephanie.day@ucf.edu
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